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THE STRATEGIC RETREAT

In mid-1978, the Eritrean people’s hope that their suffering would soon be over
were suddenly dashed. Massive Soviet intervention pulled the dictatorial regime
from the brink and over-turned the balance of the forces. It was suicidal to
confront head on the might of the Ethio-Soviet military machines. The EPLF
decided on a strategic retreat.



To withdraw from the towns that had been liberated at the cost of many
martyrs, to suspend (in large area of the country) the attempts at laying the
foundation of a new, open and democratic society was indeed bitter. But, for
many even this was not enough. They counseled the total abandonment of the
armed struggle, claiming that it was “pointless and irresponsible” to fight in the

face of overwhelming odds.

The EPLF, however was able to see beyond the dust blown up by the rolling
Soviet tanks. Its current secretary general Isaias Afewerki, said in July 1978 “
..intoxicated by the size of its army and the quality and quantity of its weapons,
the Dengue may feel invincible. It may also score some victories. But after a
short period of attrition, the tide will in our favor. It is the Eritrean people’s
determination. And their indefatigable resistance that will decide the outcome’.
The years that followed were to prove the EPLF correct.
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